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Sample Ireland Tour
This best of Ireland tour can be done with a private driver or a rental car.  Contact me to
begin planning your own customized Irish adventure.  



Trip Summary

Story of Dublin and the Book of Kells Tour
Check in at The Merrion Hotel Dublin - The Merrion Hotel Dublin

Excursion to Hill of Tara and Newgrange

Lunch in Limerick on way to Cork
Check in at Hayfield Manor Hotel - Hayfield Manor Hotel

Private Tour of Killarney National Park Region

Check in at Glenlo Abbey Hotel - Glenlo Abbey Hotel
Walking Tour of Galway

Private Half-Day Connemara Tour
Cleggan, Wild Atlantic Way Guided Beach Horseback Ride

Cliffs of Moher and Bunratty Castle

Lunch in Celbridge on the way to Belfast
Check in at Culloden Estate And Spa - Culloden Estate And Spa

Intro to Belfast City Tour

Giants Causeway and Northern Ireland Private Luxury Tour
Giants Causeway, "Game of Thrones" Private Tour

Titanic Tour

 No Plans for This Day

Dublin

Tara and Newgrange

Drive to Cork

Killarney National Park

Drive to Galway

Connemara

Cliffs of Moher

Belfast

Belfast

Giants Causeway

Titanic Tour

Fly Home or Return to Dublin from Belfast
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Dublin

Story of Dublin and the Book of Kells Tour
Tour Description

Let us show you Ireland’s capital city through the lens of a Dubliner, weaving through the streets of Ireland’s lively capital
city. In this two-hour Dublin Walking Tour, we'll join a local historian for an overview of the city's rich history, from its early
origins as a Gaelic village to the arrival of the Vikings, Normans, and the English. Along the way we'll also get our bearings,
discover great pubs and restaurants, and answer questions about life in Dublin—which means "black pool" in Gaelic—
today.

No trip to Dublin is complete without a visit to the Old Library of Trinity College to admire the Book of Kells. Dating back to
the ninth century, this book is one of the finest illuminated manuscripts in the world and a key artifact of medieval history. In
this historian-led Book of Kells Tour with skip-the-line tickets, we will visit the book, explore Trinity College's famed Old
Library, and examine Celtic artifacts at the National Museum of Ireland, revealing how the light of learning shined brightly in
Ireland during the Dark Ages.

Check in at The Merrion Hotel Dublin
Dublin’s most luxurious five star hotel, The Merrion, is a member of The Leading Hotels of The World. Located directly
opposite Government Buildings in the city centre, the hotel has been created from four Grade One Listed Georgian
Townhouses and a contemporary Garden Wing.

The 142 bedrooms and suites, decorated in Georgian period colours are arranged around two 18th century style gardens.
The Merrion Penthouse offers guests 2,200 sq ft of living space arranged over 2 floors with an additional 1,000 sq ft rooftop
terrace. All rooms are fully equipped with the latest technology including air-conditioning, multi-line telephones, wireless
internet connection. Bathrooms feature Italian Carrera marble and have separate bathtubs and power showers.

The Cellar Restaurant serves contemporary cuisine with Irish flair whilst Restaurant Patrick Guilbaud, with its two Michelin
Stars, offers a more formal gourmet dining experience. Bars include The Cellar Bar and the intimate cocktail bar, No 23.

The Tethra Spa boasts an 18m pool, gym, steamroom and private treatments. The hotel houses one of Ireland’s largest
private collections of art and antiques. Other features include six private dining and conference rooms and private car park.

To date, The Merrion have been the proud recipients of many awards, including:

The Gold List 2017,The Merrion was the only hotel in Dublin to feature, Conde Nast Traveler, USA. December 2016

Readers’ Choice Awards 2016, The Merrion was voted No 6 in 'Best Hotels in the United Kingdom & Ireland’, Conde Nast
Traveler. October 2016

Remarkably Uncommon, Award for The Merrion 'Art Experience', The Leading Hotels of the World. November 2015

Page 3 of 13



Tara and Newgrange

Excursion to Hill of Tara and Newgrange
The Hill of Tara is a hill and ancient ceremonial and burial site near Skryne in County Meath, Ireland. According to tradition,
it was the inauguration place and seat of the High Kings of Ireland, and it also appears in Irish mythology.

Newgrange is a prehistoric monument. It is an exceptionally grand passage tomb built during the Neolithic period, around
3200 BC, making it older than Stonehenge and the Egyptian pyramids

Drive to Cork

Lunch in Limerick on way to Cork
Limerick is a major city in the Republic of Ireland, set in Munster province in the south of the country. Its compact old town
is known for the medieval-era St. Mary’s Cathedral and St. John’s square, which is lined with Georgian townhouses.
Standing along the River Shannon, the 13th-century King John’s Castle is one of the city’s most recognizable sites.

The Merrion Hotel Dublin
Upper Merrion Street, Dublin 2
(01) 603 0600
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Check in at Hayfield Manor Hotel
Relax at the full-service spa, where you can enjoy body treatments and facials. You're sure to appreciate the recreational
amenities, including an indoor pool, a spa tub, and a steam room. Additional features at this Edwardian hotel include
complimentary wireless Internet access, concierge services, and babysitting/childcare (surcharge).

Enjoy Irish cuisine at Orchids Restaurant, one of the hotel's 2 restaurants, or stay in and take advantage of the 24-hour
room service. Wrap up your day with a drink at the bar/lounge. Full breakfasts are available daily for a fee.

Fáilte Ireland (The National Tourism Development Authority) assigns an official star rating for accommodations in Ireland.
This Hotel property is rated 5 stars.

Make yourself at home in one of the 88 air-conditioned rooms featuring DVD players and flat-screen televisions.
Complimentary wired and wireless Internet access keeps you connected, and satellite programming provides
entertainment. Private bathrooms with shower/tub combinations feature designer toiletries and hair dryers. Conveniences
include phones, as well as safes and complimentary weekday newspapers.

Killarney National Park

Private Tour of Killarney National Park Region
This full day guided tour of Killarney Town and National Park takes in all the scenic highlights of the region. 10, 000 ha,
including the famous lakes of Killarney. You will hear about the town developed into the tourist town it is today and all the
very colourful characters involved along the way. We can drive from place to place but you will also have the opportunity to
take walks by the lakes and more if you so wish. Killarney House & Gardens - Aghadoe - Muckross Gardens - Muckross
Abbey - Torc Waterfall - Ladies View - Ross Castle and some off the beaten path places that will remain a secret for now !!

Hayfield Manor Hotel
Perrott Ave, Cork, CORK, IE
(021) 484 5900
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Drive to Galway

Check in at Glenlo Abbey Hotel
Nestled peacefully on a stunning 138 acre estate on the edge of Ireland’s largest lake Lough Corrib, the 5* newly
refurbished Glenlo Abbey offers the discerning traveller a warm personable and luxurious base during their travels to
Galway, along the Wild Atlantic Way and the West of Ireland.

On one side the beautiful, rugged and unspoilt natural scenery of Connemara lies right on our doorstep and creates a soft
and balanced contrast to the vibrant and eclectic surroundings of life in Galway City. Voted recently as one of the friendliest
cities in the world by ‘Travel & Leisure’ magazine the scene is well and truly set in Glenlo Abbey to offer the opportunity for
enchanting memories to be created.

To further enhance your experience we have recently re-developed our 9 hole Championship Golf course designed by
Christy O Connor Jnr. Golf lessons on a one to one basis with our Golf Professional Gary Madden are both fun and
informative and are complemented by the superior facilities of our 21 bay driving range.

Fishing on Lough Corrib with our Ghillie, Falconry and Archery in the Walled Garden and private guided tours to the Cliffs
of Moher, Kylemore Abbey or the Aran Islands are just some of the activities to bring alive your sense of wonderment and
re-energise you on your adventure.

For those looking to celebrate a special occasion Glenlo Abbey has a myriad of options to create long lasting memories for
all involved. Our newly refurbished luxurious Corrib Banqueting Suite with views overlooking the grounds and Lough Corrib
can transform an ordinary day into an extraordinary event for wedding couples to cherish forever. Executive meetings, off-
site visits and team building activities are particularly popular for companies looking for fresh air to bring fresh thinking to
their culture.

Finally our ‘piece de resistance’ comes in the form of our ‘Pullman Restaurant’ which are two former carriages that served
on the Orient Express. A stay in this Castle Hotel would not be complete without savouring our award winning fine dining
experience in one of Ireland’s most unique and historic settings.

Glenlo Abbey Hotel
Bushypark, Galway, GALWAY, IE
(091) 526 666
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Walking Tour of Galway
Our guide will immerse you in the songs, stories, trials and tribulations of the people of Galway over the centuries. You’ll
see how Galway has become one of the most attractive and liveable cities in Ireland in recent times, with a young
population and a well-deserved reputation as a centre for theatre and the arts. This tour will bring alive to you the bustle of
medieval ‘Galvia’ where Irish was the native tongue, but where also the patter of Spanish was heard on streets teeming
with visiting merchants and sailors from Andalucia. And in those same streets and pubs today you’ll still hear the lilt of
Gaelic and the strains of Irish music played on the fiddle and on the uilleann pipes. Can you feel it? Welcome to Galway!

Connemara

Private Half-Day Connemara Tour
Explore the stunning and rugged scenery of Connemara in a privately chauffeured vehicle and take in some of the most
spectacular scenic views in Ireland. Heading west from Galway city, the villages of Connemara will stretch out before you
like a colorful road map of communities and hidden gems just waiting to be explored, from the bogs and lakes of the Gaelic
speaking South Connemara to the mountain vistas of North and West Connemara. However, as dramatic and breathtaking
as the landscape may be, all travelers know that memories and encounters are what make a journey unique and
Connemara Chauffeurs will help make your visit to Connemara one that you will never forget.

Visit Kylemore Abbey & Victorian Walled Garden Set in a dramatic landscape, Kylemore is an ideal destination for a day
out. From its beginnings as a romantic gift in the 1860s to becoming home to the Benedictine Nuns in 1920, Kylemore is
steeped in history and tales of tragedy, romance, engineering initiatives, model farms, royal visits, spirituality, and
education. Experience the Victorian atmosphere of the restored rooms of the Abbey and neo-Gothic church. Explore the
magical Victorian Walled Garden, nature trails and woodland walks. History talks and Garden tours throughout the summer.
Dine-in Mitchells Cafe or the Garden Tea House or treat yourself to crepes and ice cream at our Express Cafe. Explore our
magical Fairy Village and say hello to our Connemara Ponies and pet rare breed pigs. Shop for unique handcrafted gifts
including chocolate, pottery, and beauty products handmade on site.

Cleggan, Wild Atlantic Way Guided Beach Horseback Ride
Exploring Ireland’s Wild Atlantic Way on horseback is a thrilling way to experience Connemara’s beaches and rugged
coastline. Depending on your level of experience, you’ll safely trot or gallop across white sandy beaches while enjoying
sweeping views of the sea. This half-day guided horseback tour is suitable for riders of all levels. Those with little or no
riding experience will be given plenty of instruction to ensure you feel safe and comfortable on your ride. Enjoy a guided
horseback tour along Ireland’s Wild Atlantic Way Gallop across white sandy beaches and through crystal clear water Guide
will cater tour to rider’s age and experience level Riding boots and hats are included in tour price
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Cliffs of Moher

Cliffs of Moher and Bunratty Castle
The Cliffs of Moher are the most popular tourist attraction outside of Dublin; attracting over 1 million visitors in 2015. Rising
to over 6oo feet (200 metres) in places, they are among the highest sea cliffs in Western Europe, and stretch for about for 2
miles (3km) along the Atlantic coast. From its exceptional vantage position, you will enjoy spending views over Galway
Bay; including the Aran Islands –a group of three small islands, where the Irish language is the primary means of
communication.

At the folk park at Bunratty, you can experience life in 19th century rural Ireland. Here you will find a replica 19th century
village, complete with shops, a church, pub and school. Some of the historic buildings were actually dismantled brick-by-
brick from their original, and rebuilt at Bunratty Folk Park.

The stunning castle was built for the Mc Namara Family in 1425. By around 1500, Bunratty Castle took on a more
prominent role and came into the hands of the O'Brien’s; the most powerful clan in Munster –and kings of Thomond. Under
their kingship, there was peace and political stability in this part of Ireland. However that all changed when the English King
Henry VIII assumed control of Ireland in the mid 1500’s and the O’ Brien’s were forced to submit to the English King.

Belfast

Lunch in Celbridge on the way to Belfast
Arthur Guinness, founder of the Guinness brewery, was born here in 1725 and this is commemorated by a wall plaque and,
since 2013, a full sized bronze statue.

Nearby Castletown House was built from 1722 for William Conolly, who was Speaker of the Irish House of Commons. Its
parklands lead down to a quite spectacular view of the river Liffey at its widest and most imposing. A tour of the house is
highly recommended.
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From the house, there are views of the remains of St Wolstan's Abbey, founded in 1202.

As you follow the lime-tree lined pathway back towards Castletown Gates, you will see Donaghcumper House and
demesne across the river. The present house was remodelled in 1835 in Tudor revival style.

Out the gates, and past the beautiful old stone Church of Ireland Christ Church and the ivy-clad walls of its graveyard, and
walking up Main Street, you will soon come across the lovingly-maintained five-bay Kildrought House, built in 1719.

Just across from it, the old Royal Irish Constabulary Barracks now houses Michelangelo's restaurant.

Celbridge Abbey and its tranquil grounds regularly welcomed Jonathan Swift, when it was home to Esther Van Homrigh,
the Vanessa he would eventually leave heartbroken.

Also worth noting is the large but elegantly proportioned old stone workhouse on the Maynooth road, that now houses the
Colortrend paint factory

Yet another fine sight is the colourful array of canal barges docked at Hazelhatch, 2.8 km from Celbridge on the R40

Check in at Culloden Estate And Spa
Standing high on the wooded slopes of the Holywood hills, overlooking Belfast Lough and the County Antrim coastline, is
the magnificent Culloden Estate and Spa, Northern Ireland's most prestigious 5 star hotel.

Originally built as an official palace for the Bishops of Down, the Culloden stands in 12 acres of beautiful secluded gardens
and woodland and is only 5 miles from Belfast City Centre. Palatial surroundings, fine antiques and the highest levels of
personal service combine to give the Culloden a unique air of elegance. The exclusive Spa offers a full range of health and
leisure facilities, and a full range of ESPA spa therapies, whilst golfing enthusiasts can enjoy privileged tee-off times at
Royal Belfast Golf Club. Enjoy fine dining in the AA rosette winning Mitre Restaurant or for a more informal meal try the
Cultra Inn, within the estate.

The hotel is perfectly situated on the south coast of Belfast Lough with views across the lough to County Antrim - nestled in
12 acres of private gardens amongst the Holywood Hills.There are excellent transportation links and there is a train station
right beside the hotel with a direct link to Belfast Central Station.

Bedrooms & Suites "To sleep is to dream" and where better to sleep than in the 5 Star Culloden Estate and Spa’s
dreamlike setting, with its superbly appointed suites, which are quite simply the last word in luxury and good taste.As you
would expect from a hotel of perfection and prestige, each of the 79 guest bedrooms and suites are exquisitely decorated
and tastefully furnished to provide a true feeling of calm and relaxation. Many of the rooms have wonderful views over the
hotel gardens and down towards Belfast Lough.

Please Note: The Culloden Estate & Spa is strictly a NON SMOKING Hotel, this includes all bedrooms.  
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Accommodation Breakdown: 38 Double Bedrooms 25 Twin Bedrooms 9 State Suites 6 Junior Suites 1 Palace Presidential
Suite
If it's sheer unadulterated luxury you require, then the magnificent Palace Suite is the choice for you. It has an excellent
range of facilities, including a deluxe marble bathroom, and separate dining room and lounge area - ideal for those
exclusive, private dinner parties! Many famous guests have stayed in the Palace Suite, including the boys from Westlife,
Ronan Keating, Lionel Ritchie, Billy Connelly, Tom Jones, Tony Blair, Cliff Richard, Robbie Williams, Ainsley Harriot, Alan
Whicker, John Major, Lloyd Grossman, Ben Elton and Bono from U2 to name but a few!

Dining - The Mitre Restaurant remains one of the finest restaurants in Northern Ireland where guests enjoy food prepared
by Paul McKnight, one of the country's leading chefs. It has received many coveted accolades, including an AA Rosette.
With an air of gothic elegance, the Mitre Restaurant is the most tranquil area to enjoy a varied menu.

There is a wide choice available on the Table d’hote menu and you can be sure of fresh Irish produce and the flair and
talent of our chefs to create the finest of dishes. Diners can enjoy music from our resident pianist on Friday and Saturday
evenings, as well as Sunday lunchtimes.

Guests can also enjoy a more informal meal or drink in the Cultra Inn set in the hotel gardens. The Cultra Inn has an airy
yet relaxing atmosphere and is renowned for serving some of the most satisfying and wholesome food in the area – perfect
for a tasty lunch or pint by the fireside.

The Spaat the 5 star Culloden Estate and Spa is one of Northern Ireland’s premier Health Clubs, and is a place where you
can achieve inner peace and outer perfection.Both hotel guests and Club members can relax and unwind in the airy
surroundings, and take full advantage of the wide range of health and leisure activities on offer. The Spa Health Club offers
a full range of facilities, including a deck level swimming pool, Jacuzzi, marble steam room and needle shower, a state-of-
the-art fitness suite with cardio-theatre, fitness consultation clinic, dance studio, Zest Juice Bar and deluxe changing suites
furnished with ESPA toiletries.The recently extended and refurbished Spa area incorporates eight treatment rooms and two
dedicated relaxation suites.

With its fitness suite, heat and water experiences and modern treatments, it’s a place where you can improve the body, and
indulge the senses.All hotel residents have full access to the facilities of the Spa Health Club on a complimentary basis
during their stay. Spa treatments are available at the rates shown in the Spa Treatment Portfolio. Advance booking for
treatments is recommended.

Local Attractions With all its tranquil opulence, you could be forgiven for thinking the Culloden is a rural retreat, yet it is just
minutes from Belfast's bustling City centre. Minutes too from endless beaches, lush woodlands, championship golf, horse
riding and sailing. The Culloden Estate and Spa is also convenient to many of Northern Ireland's best city and country
attractions.
First stop must be next door at the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum which recreates Northern Irish life as it was a century
ago. Historic houses, schools, churches and mills have been brought here and faithfully restored. Visit a typical village and
chat to the friendly "residents" as they cook soda bread on an open fire, weave linen or make candles.

The Transport Museum houses Ireland's finest collection of vintage vehicles, an amazing and eclectic collection of trams,
cars, bicycles, buses and aircraft - all in mint condition! 

The nearby town of Holywood, only 5 minutes from the hotel, is a treasure trove of unique boutiques, craft and antique
shops. A few miles further takes you to Mount Stewart, a National Trust property famous for its glorious gardens and
ranked among the top five gardens in Ireland. Or spend an afternoon in the vibrant seaside town of Bangor, again only 10
minutes from the Culloden.
The Culloden is only ten minutes from the shops, restaurants and visitor attractions of Belfast City centre. Stay on after
dark and discover the nightlife, theatre and lively music scene the city is known for!

The Culloden is also within pitching distance of many fine parkland golf courses, the most renowned of which is Royal
Belfast.Guests can enjoy privileged tee-off times and the hotel’s concierge can make the necessary arrangements.
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Belfast

Intro to Belfast City Tour
Belfast is Northern Ireland’s capital. A former industrial powerhouse with a troubled past, Belfast has pulled off a
remarkable transformation into a hip party town.  It was the birthplace of the RMS Titanic, which famously struck an iceberg
and sunk in 1912. This legacy is recalled in the renovated dockyards' Titanic Quarter, which includes the Titanic Belfast, an
aluminium-clad museum reminiscent of a ship’s hull, as well as shipbuilder Harland & Wolff’s Drawing Offices and the
Titanic Slipways, which now host open-air concerts.

Belfast's rich cultural heritage is reflected in its vibrant theatres, world-class musicians and thriving visual arts scene. In the
Cathedral Quarter, international and local street artists have brightened the neighbourhood with their thought-provoking
work, while the quarter's Black Box and MAC arts centres foster local talent. The annual Belfast Film Festival showcases
the work of local and international film makers and the Belfast International Arts Festival is one of the largest arts festivals
in the UK and Ireland. In May, the Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival brings music, drama, poetry, street theatre and art to the
neighbourhood.

Giants Causeway

Giants Causeway and Northern Ireland Private Luxury Tour

Culloden Estate And Spa
Bangor Rd, Holywood, DOWN, GB, BT18 0EX
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When visiting the North of Ireland there are some destinations that cannot be missed out on. We combine the most
impressive highlights and custom build our tours around your time schedule and requirements . From the Giants Causeway
and the stunningly beautuful area of the Carrick a Rede Rope Bridge we take in the areas of beauty that are guaranteed to
impress. The Dark Hedges will make for photos that will take pride of place. We have the very best drivers and guides in
the business and pride ourselves on offering the most enjoyable and fun experiences when travelling Ireland

The Giant's Causeway lies at the foot of the basalt cliffs along the sea coast on the edge of the Antrim plateau in Northern
Ireland. It is made up of some 40,000 massive black basalt columns sticking out of the sea. The dramatic sight has inspired
legends of giants striding over the sea to Scotland. Geological studies of these formations over the last 300 years have
greatly contributed to the development of the earth sciences, and show that this striking landscape was caused by volcanic
activity during the Tertiary, some 50–60 million years ago.

Giants Causeway, "Game of Thrones" Private Tour
It would be a missed opportunity to travel to Belfast without seeing the amazing Giant's Causeway, a natural phenomenon
along the coast north of Belfast that has to be seen to be believed. Get transported in an executive Mercedes V Class or S
Class and stop at at castles and rustic villages along the way. After the visit to the Giant's Causeway, head to the nearby
village of Bushmills, home to the famed distillery of the same name. Private day trip from Belfast to the Giant's Causeway
Enjoy the ride in a comfortable Mercedes V Class or S Class Visit the Bushmills distillery just a few miles from the Giant's
Causeway Explore Dunluce and Carrickfergus Castles See some spots used for the filming of TV show Game of Thrones

Titanic Tour

Titanic Tour
Titanic Belfast is the world's largest Titanic visitor experience, exploring the Titanic story in a fresh and insightful way. 

Make your way through the 9 interactive galleries of the Titanic Experience, explore the symbolism of our iconic building
with The Discovery Tour, dine in Bistro 401 or browse for an exclusive gift in our Titanic Store. Walk the decks of the last
remaining White Star vessel - SS Nomadic or immerse yourself in the historic Slipways as you uncover the true legend of
Titanic, in the city where it all began.
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Fly Home or Return to Dublin from Belfast
No Plans For This Day
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